


09 	  In the ‘glossyblue’ folder, open the index.html file. Cut 
from the top to where the <!--/header --> ends, paste it in a 
new PHP file, and save the file as header.php. Go to the default 
theme folder and open header.php. Copy and replace the tags 
where it requires PHP code (Template Tag): <title>, <link> 
stylesheet, <h1>, and <div class=description>. Then replace the 
nav <li> tags with <?php wp_list_pages();?>.
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07	  Go to the WordPress default  
theme folder (‘glossyblue HTML’) and open 
the style.css file. Copy the commented code 
at the top and paste it into the GlossyBlue’s 
style.css file. Change the theme name and the 
author information as you desire.

10 	  Back to the index.html file. Cut from where the <form id=searchform> starts 
to the end of <!--/sidebar --> and paste it in a new PHP file. Save it as sidebar.php. 
Replace the searchform, category and archive list (the highlighted code in the 
screenshot) with the PHP code accordingly.

14 	  Now it’s time to do the single.php template. If 
you want, you can go through the same process – just cut 
and paste from the default theme. I find it easier, however, 
to use the index.php that’s just been created and save it 
as single.php. Open the default theme single.php file, and 
copy and paste the wp_link_pages, comments_template, 
previous_post_link and next_post_link tag into the 
GlossyBlue’s single.php accordingly.

11	  Back to the index.html file. Cut from the <div 
id=footer> tag to the end of </html> and paste it in a new PHP 
file. Save it as footer.php. Replace the ‘recent posts’ and ‘recent 
comments’ code as shown in the screenshot. I used the 
WordPress template tag ‘query_post’ to display the five latest 
posts. The ‘recent comments’ is powered by a plug-in, which is 
included in the source files.

15 	  Technically 
speaking, your basic 
WordPress theme is ready. 
Log in to the admin panel, 
go to the Appearance tab 
and activate the theme. If 
you want, you may follow 
the same process and 
create the other template 
files such as the page.php 
and archives.php from the 
default theme. When you are 
done, remove all the static 
HTML files and the theme is 
ready to use just like any 
other WordPress template.

13 	  Go to the default theme folder and open the  
index.php file. Copy the loop from the default index.php and 
paste it in between the <div id=content> wrap (the orange 
highlighted code). Then replace the static text with the 
WordPress template tags for post date, title, category, 
comments, next and previous link (the green highlighted code).

08 	  Now you need to 
understand where to split the 
HTML file into several files: header.
php, sidebar.php and footer.php. 
The screenshot shows a simplified 
version of my index file and how 
the mark-ups should be split.

12 	  In your index.html file you should now only have the <div id=content> wrap. 
Save the file as index.php. Copy and paste the codes get_header, get_sidebar and 
get_footer in the same order as your layout structure.

Continuing the theme
Go to http://codex.wordpress.org to learn more 
about WordPress coding. If you are not a PHP 
programmer, the best way is to copy and paste the 
code snippets from the existing themes.
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